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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes – October 4, 2019 

 

In attendance:  Gary Baker, Donna Donahue, Beth Dow (staff) and Chris English (staff) 
 
1.  Call to Order.  Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
2. Approve September 17, 2019 Meeting Minutes.  Beth made a motion to approve the June 14th 
meeting minutes, seconded by Gary.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3.  Review of DPW Policies to Identify Policy Statements and Procedural Information for Referral to 
the Operations and Planning Directors.  As discussed at the previous meeting, the Committee started 
a review of Public Works policies, following Dan Werner’s input, to determine whether a simple 
policy statement could be derived for each: 
 
Posting of Roads (7000) 
Posting of Roads and Weight Limits – Quarry Road & Seminary Street Extension (7025)  
 
Dan commented that both policies – dating from the 1970s – have been superseded by State statute.  
Chris volunteered to find the text of the statute to confirm that the policies are no longer needed. 
There was also discussion about the Town’s annual Notice of Road Weight Restrictions and whether 
that document was based on statute.  Chris said he would look into that, as well. [10.8.19 update:  Bill 
Kernan reports that the annual Notice of Road Weight Restrictions is posted in accordance with 
VTrans Rule 118-4 (see attached), promulgated in 2016, which is designed to “prevent abuse of 
highways” from November 15 to December 31 and January 1 to May 15 each year.] 
 
Street Naming & Street Addressing (7050) and Index of Streets and Roads (7053) 
 
Beth noted that the policy and the index have been superseded by the Ordinance for the Regulation 
of Street Naming & Street Addressing that the Town adopted in 1996 as a requirement of the (then) 
new statewide 911 naming system.  The Committee agreed that both the policy and index can be 
deleted from the Policy Book. 
 
Snow Removal (7100) 
Town Plowing of Developer’s Roads (7125) 
Winter Maintenance of Town Highways (7135) 
Fences (7150) 
 
The Committee agreed that the Snow Removal Policy (7100) is superseded by statute (19 VSA § 1105) 
and should be deleted from the Policy Book. 
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Dan reported that the Town Plowing of Developer’s Roads (7125) policy has been obsolete for many 
years.  The Committee agreed that it should be deleted from the Policy Book. 
 
Dan reported that the policy on Winter Maintenance of Town Highways (7135) is obsolete since its 
subject matter is now addressed in DPW’s Winter Operations Plan, published in 2013.   
 
Dan also reported that the policy on repair of fences damaged by snow removal operations (7150) 
should be considered obsolete since the Winter Operations Plan states that the Town will remove 
fences built in the public right-of-way, while the policy allows fences to be placed within the right-of-
way with the written permission of the Town Manager.  The Committee didn’t support eliminating 
the policy altogether but felt the Selectboard should consider revising the policy statement to be 
consistent with the Winter Operations Plan. 
 
The Committee spent some time reviewing the Winter Operations Plan and discussed whether the 
General Policy Statement found on page 5 could be adapted to serve as a generic Selectboard policy 
for the Policy Book. There was also discussion about the format and target audience for the Winter 
Operations Plan, which seems to contain informational content for public as well as operational 
procedures for Highway Department personnel.  The Committee agreed that further discussion with 
Bill Kernan might be appropriate to explore separating the two content areas into individual 
documents, each targeted to a specific audience. 
 
Tree Removal on Class II Roads (7200) 
Tree Removal on Class III Roads (7225) 
Disposal of Wood (7250) 
 
Dan reported that the Tree Removal policies (7200 and 7225) should be considered obsolete, 
although the Tree Warden may have some authority regarding the removal of trees in the public right 
of way.  The Committee felt the policy statements may be relevant still but are vague, in that they 
don’t discriminate between brush clearing on sections of highway abutting private property vs. those 
abutting public lands.  It was agreed that further review by the DPW Operations Director would be 
needed before the Committee could make a recommendation. 
 
Dan said he believed the policy on Disposal of Wood from 1979 (7250) is now addressed in statute.  
Chris said he would attempt to identify the relevant statute to confirm. 
 
Maintenance of Class 4 Roads (7300)  
 
Dan recommended comparison of the language in the policy to state statute to determine whether 
the policy is still relevant.  Chris said he would look for the statute.  The Committee also questioned 
whether maintenance of Class 4 roads is mentioned in the Town’s Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.  Chris said he would investigate this further. [10.8.19 update: the only mention of Class 4 
roads in the zoning regulations is under Section 742 – Dwellings in the Forest Zone (attached), which 
states that “Dwellings shall not be permitted on Class 4 Town Highways without agreement with the 
Town . . .”] 
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Next Steps.   The Committee will meet again on Friday, October 18, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m. 
 
Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


